
Before setting the trap, become familiar with its parts. See the first image below. Then make sure the dog is 
positioned as shown in the labeled. Using one hand, you will need to push down on the oval bar. Then simulta-
neously, you will have to position the dog under the oval bar so that the end will be now pointing to the trigger 
hole. You can then hold the trap in the open position as shown in figure 2. While holding it down (and the jaws 
are open so be careful, rotate the dog over toward the trigger hole. Insert the dog tip into the trigger hole. Don’t 
let go unless you feel the tension of the oval bar being held by the dog/trigger. Make sure you keep your hands 
away from the jaws.  The trap should look like figure 4 when completely set. You shouldn’t have to use more 
than five pounds of force to set the trap. Once the oval bar is pushed down, trap should set easily. There is a 
short stub at the coil end of the dog that holds the oval bar in its down (set) position.  See figures 5 & 6.
As always e-mail us if you have questions admin@wildlifedamagecontrol.com 

Trap Setting Instructions for the 
Macabbee Pocket Gopher Trap

Figure 2 Dog in Position Over Oval Bar

Figure 3 Putting dog in Trigger Hole
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Macabbee Trap Diagram

Figure 4  Set Trap

Figures 5 & 6
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